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Sub; Three academic initiatives aimed at strengthening research, academic engagement, and

student participation in the field of democracy and election rnanagement

Dean ei4 E(ruranal 2l&uru,

The lndia lnternational lnstitute of Democracy and Election Management {lllDEM has

launched three academic initiatives airned at strengthening research, academic engagement, and

student participation in the field of democracy and election managernent on 6th March 2026.

2. These initiatives have been introduced in the context of lndia's Chairship of the Council of
Member5tatesofInternationa|lDEAfor2o26,5uidedbythetheme"w
PracduL n"titiunt or :
3. The three initiatives include:

l. lntemational Academic Conference on Democracy and Election Management

A call for abstracts has been announced forthe lnternational Academic Conference to be held on
18-19 June 2025 at the lllDEM Campus, New Delhi, bringing together faculty members and
research scholars to engage in evidence-based dialogue.on contemporary issues in democratic
governance and election ma nagement.

l!. Student Connect - Research Challenge on Democraqy and Election Management

A research cornpetition open to Undergraduate and Postgraduate students, encouraging
comparatr've research on electoral systems, legal framework, institutional arrangements, and

innovations adopted by Election Management Bodies across countries.

lll. lllDEM Academic Outreach Programrne on Democracy and Election Management

A programrne designed to facilitate one-day immersive academic visits to the IIIDEM campus,

enabling students and faculty to interact with election practitioners and gain insights into the
operational aspects of election management in'lndia.

4. I would appreciate your support in disseminating this information among academic
insfitutions in your StatelUT so that interested participants may benefit from these opportunities,
You may also kindly arrange to share printouts of the attached posters and brochures with academic
institution s in your State/UT, ava ila ble at: httns://bit. lU/40asQlU

Zilana ,rc4mda,

Yours

(Ra kesh

Chief Electoral Oificers of
all States and Union Territories

lndia lnternational lnstitute of Democracy and Election Management (lllDfm)
Flol i.lrr. 1 , Sector 1 3, D.rorkcr, New Delhi- 1 I 0078, Tei- : 01 I -25*lC'Jd4B, 01 
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The lndia lnternational lnstitute of Democracy and Election l\4anagement (lllDEM) invites

students, research scholars, and faculty members from lndian universities to participate in

its lllDEM Acadernic Outreach Programme on Democracy and Election Management. The

programme is designed as a short-duration, in-person academic immersion that provides

participants with direct exposure to the practical dimensions of election administration and

democratic governance.

Through practitioner-led sessions, hands-on demonstrations, and interactive discussions,

the programme enables participants to engage with the functioning of electoral institu-
tions, understand contemporary challenges in election management, and connect academ-

ic learning with real-world practice.

l. About ll|DEM

The Election Commission of lndia (ECl) established the lndia lnternational lnstitute of
Democracy and Election Management (lllDEM) in June 201 I as a centre of excellence to
strengthen democratic governance and professional election management. Built on lndia's
globally recognised experience of conducting free, fair, and credible elections at an unpar-

alleled scale, lllDEM serves as a global hub for knowledge, training, research, and dialogue

on democracy and elections.

It brings together election practitioners, academics, and institutions from lndia and across

the world to share best practices, innovate, and respond to emerging electoral challeng-

es. Since its inception, lllDEM has conducted over 
.l 

40 international programmes, training
morethan3,000participantsfroml4l countries,alongsidehundredsof domestictraining
programmes annually, and now operates from a dedicated campus in Dwarka, New Delhi.














































































